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Introduction

Welcome to our phase one consultation on our 
early-stage proposals for two new solar and energy 
storage projects that would cross the county border 
between Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire.

These proposals involve the generation of renewable power through solar 
photovoltaic (PV) panels. This clean energy would then be connected to 
the National Grid at Cottam and West Burton Power Stations with the 
facility to store some of this energy on site for when it is needed most.

The aim of our phase one consultation is to introduce ourselves, present 
our emerging proposals at this early stage, set out the opportunity for 
the projects, and receive feedback from the community to help identify 
and understand any local impacts. We are also keen to hear about 
other potential local needs or initiatives that we could facilitate or deliver 
directly, and we look forward to receiving your suggestions through the 
consultation.

Our consultation starts on Wednesday 03 November 2021. It will run for 
6 weeks, closing on Wednesday 15 December 2021.

This consultation leaflet introduces who we are, our proposals for the 
Cottam and West Burton Solar Projects, and how you can get involved in 
our phase one consultation.

Feedback can be provided through our website, completing and 
submitting a feedback form, or contacting us through our communication 
channels. More information on this is set out on pages 13-14 of this leaflet.
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Although the exact technology and type of solar arrays to be used 
for the projects have yet to be decided, in part due to their rapid and 
ongoing development, the �gure below shows the typical components 
involved in a solar project. For these projects, the infrastructure is spread 
over multiple sites.
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The Planning Process 

Given the amount of renewable energy each of the 
projects would generate, they will each be classified 
as a separate Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Project (NSIP). This means that, to gain permission 
to build both projects, we will be submitting two 
Development Consent Order (DCO) applications, one 
for each project, to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS).

For each application to be accepted, we must satisfy PINS that our pre-
application consultation for the projects, both with statutory consultees 
(such as the local planning authorities) and with local communities, has 
been undertaken properly in accordance with the relevant legislation (the 
Planning Act 2008). The applications will be determined by the Secretary 
of State for the Department for Business, Energy, and Industrial Strategy 
(BEIS).

You can read more information about the DCO planning process on the 
PINS website here: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/
application-process/the-process/

Our DCO applications are planned to be submitted in Q4 2022. Prior to this 
we will be commencing a series of community and statutory consultations 
on our plans for the projects. 

Although we will be submitting two DCO applications we recognise the 
proximity of these projects and are looking to develop the proposals 
in parallel. This includes coordinating our consultation activities on both 
projects with joint information events and opportunities to provide 
feedback so that communities interested in both projects don’t have to 
submit feedback twice.
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Phase One Information Events 

As part of our phase one consultation, we are holding a series of five 
public information events in the local area. These offer the opportunity to 
view and discuss our plans for both the Cottam and West Burton Solar 
Projects with members of the project team. 

These events will be an early opportunity to view our emerging proposals 
for the projects and provide your views. We encourage anyone with an 
interest in either, or both, of the solar projects to come along.

Event Date Time

Gringley on the Hill Community Centre, West Wells 
Lane, Gringley on the Hill, DN10 4QY

Tuesday 16 
November

2 30pm - 
6 30pm

Willingham Village Hall,
High Street, Willingham by Stow, DN21 5JZ

Thursday 18 
November

10 30am - 
2 30pm

Marton and Gate Burton Village Hall, Trent Port 
Road, Marton, DN21 5AR

Saturday 20 
November

12 30pm - 
4 30pm

Blyton Memorial Hall, Church Lane, Blyton, DN21 3JZ Wednesday 
24 November

2 30pm - 
6 30pm

Saxilby Village Hall, High Street, Saxilby, LN1 2HA Thursday 25 
November

10 30am - 
2 30pm 

Or join our webinar by video call or by phone. 
Get in touch to register.

Tuesday 30 
November

6 30pm - 
7 30pm
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I strongly support the 
solar project proposals

I support the solar project 
proposals

I strongly oppose the solar 
project proposals

I am neither support nor 
unsupportive

I do not support the solar 
project proposals 

Our Proposals 
Q3.a: Based on the information presented as part of our phase one consultation, how 
supportive are you of our emerging solar project proposals, which would generate clean, 
affordable, and reliable renewable energy for the national grid, with energy storage for 
when it is needed most? 

Q3.b: Please explain why you think this.

I am providing feedback on 
Cottam Solar Project only:

I am providing feedback on 
West Burton Solar Project only:

I am providing feedback on both Cottam 
and West Burton Solar Projects together: 

Q2: Are you providing your feedback on only one of the solar projects, or both?

The proposals for the Cottam Solar Project and West Burton Solar Project are being brought forwards at the 
same time, and the projects are located close together. We recognise you may be interested in both projects. 
Please let us know if you would like your feedback to be considered for both projects or for one project 
specifically.  
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Project specific feedback
Q4.a: What environmental issues relating to the proposals are most important to you? 
Please tick the relevant boxes.

Traffic, access and 
construction

Air Quality Noise and light pollution Water and flood risk

Local heritage Landscape and views Local ecology and 
biodiversity

Energy needs and climate 
change

Land quality and use Other (please detail)

Q4.b: Why do you think these things are most important?
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Q5.b: Please provide your specific comments on these areas.

Cottam 1 Cottam 2 Cottam 3 West Burton 1

Q5.a: Both projects involve a series of areas of land. Do you have any specific comments on 
any of these areas? Please tick the relevant boxes. 

West Burton 2 West Burton 3 West Burton 4
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Q6:  We have shared search corridors for the underground cable routes connecting our 
sites to each other and to the substation. We are working to refine these corridors, including 
through engaging with the relevant landowners. What considerations would you like us to 
prioritise as we refine our cable routes? 
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Q7.b: Please provide any examples or further comments. 

Q7.a: What types of opportunities would you like to see us explore further in our solar 
project proposals to help facilitate, or directly deliver, other potential initiatives to meet 
local needs and provide wider benefits to the community?

Providing a community fund to 
support local groups and projects

Including recreational access improvements 
such as new footpaths and bridleways in our 
design, for the local community to access the 
countryside

Aligning our landscaping with other local 
proposals to deliver public value and promote 
collaborative opportunities such as rewilding 
and a net gain in biodiversity

Providing other free-to-use community 
infrastructure as part of the proposals, such 
as solar powered electric vehicle charging 
points 

Other (please specify)

Q8: Do you have any further comments on our proposals at this stage?
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Q12: Do you have any further comments on our approach to consultation for the Cottam 
and West Burton Solar Projects?

Q11: How informative did you find our consultation materials?

Very informative      Quite informative       Not informative        No opinion

Our Consultation 
Q9: How did you find out about this consultation?

I received 
a leaflet                     
   

I saw it 
advertised in 
media   

I saw it 
advertised on 
social media  

Via a local 
community group

Other 
(please specify):

Q10: Have you attended one of our information events?

Yes No

Word of mouth
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